Mucosal melanomas: Site-specific information, comparisons with cutaneous tumors, and differential diagnosis.
Melanoma of the skin is the fifth leading new cancer diagnosis, having accounted for almost 77,000 cases and more than 9000 deaths in the United States in 2013. Although cutaneous neoplasms of this type are relatively common, their mucosal counterparts are not. Mucosal melanomas comprise approximately 1.3% of all melanocytic malignancies. Although they are rare, these lesions present at an advanced stage with more adverse prognoses. In addition, at a molecular level, they have proven to be distinct entities because they possess genetic mutations not usually seen in their cutaneous counterparts. Conversely, a sizable proportion of mucosal melanomas lack the gene aberrations seen in cutaneous melanomas. Such findings indicate different pathways in tumorigenesis for the two subtypes. Because melanomas arising from the mucosae are not often encountered, very little has been published on staging guidelines and prognostic factors. This causes dilemmas for both patients and physicians. Further work is necessary to define staging systems for all mucosal locations, so that accurate prognoses can be assigned to such lesions.